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UM LAUNCHES EXCHANGE PROGRAM WITH UNIVERSITY IN PAKISTAN 
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana took another step to promote research and study 
opportunities among nations this month when UM President George Dennison signed an 
agreement with the University of Peshawar, Pakistan.
The agreement makes possible faculty and student exchanges between the two 
universities.
The first exchange made possible by the agreement was a visit to UM by Asif Khan, 
director of the University of Peshawar’s National Centre of Excellence in Geology.
While in Missoula, Khan gave presentations on the 2005 Kashmir earthquake, the focus 
of his current research.
Khan’s research will help plan for future earthquakes that could occur in more densely 
populated areas of Pakistan. Khan also is involved in emergency response and reconstruction 
efforts in the area.
The new agreement creates opportunities for UM graduate students to undertake 
physical and social sciences research in northern Pakistan and encourages Pakistani graduate 
students to study in Montana.
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“This agreement, as well as those with other institutions in Central Asia, is part of 
UM’s continuing effort to encourage cultural understanding between the United States and 
Islamic nations in a time of particular need,” said Rebecca Bendick, who teaches in UM’s 
Department of Geosciences.
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